
Murder Within Tent – Dramatis Personae. 

Characters in Italic do not speak or do not appear in the book but are mentioned. 

 

Caffè Milano and Associates 

 

First Name Last Name Note 

Bridget Gorrigan 
Goth of Garston, Operations Manager of Caffè Milano. Expert 

Barista and ice cream maker. 

Lucy Berardi 
aka Lucia White. Owner of Caffè Milano. In a relationship with 

Tom Morton. 

Kat Chester 
“Katarina”. Barista at Ford Mill. Daughter of the Village Shop and 

serially unsuccessful in love. 

Tom Morton 
Detective Inspector Tom “Sheriff” Morton. Head of CID at 

Cairndale and in a relationship with Lucy. 

Mina Desai 

Financial adviser to Caffè Milano. Disbarred accountant who 

served a short prison sentence for GBH and money laundering.  

Fiancée and later wife of Conrad Clarke.  

Lilianna  
Deputy/Assistant branch manager at Cairndale. Originally from 

Poland. 

Conrad Clarke 
Former RAF pilot and currently “A secret squirrel of some sort.” 

Engaged to and then married to Mina Desai. 

 

Lancashire & Westmorland Police – Cairndale Division 

First Name Last Name Note 

Allister Ross 

Commander Ross. Senior Officer of Cairndale Division. Former 

army officer. Fearsome reputation. Personal friend of Will 

Shepherd. 

Liz Swindlehurst Detective Sergeant. Formidable woman and Haribo addict. 

Barnabas 

“Barney” 
Smith 

aka Barney Rubble. Newly minted Detective Constable from 

Barrow-in-Furness. In a relationship with one of Mina’s friends. 

Ryan Marsh Police Sergeant. A Scouser and regular at Caffè Milano 

Tracey Kenyon 
Self-styled best crime scene manager north of Calais. Grumpy. 

Terrible love-life. 

Will Shepherd Colonel Shepherd. Retired artillery officer and stipendiary 

magistrate. Chair of the golf club and rugby club. Widower and 



First Name Last Name Note 

personal friend of Allister Ross. 

Les Gartside Detective Sergeant. An old hand. 

Vicky Higham Detective Constable. Only slightly less junior than Barney. 

 

Byford – The Dark Side 

First Name Last Name Note 

Edwin Duke 
Owns “Dukes of Derbyshire” – quarrying and extractive company. 

Also owns the Byford Estate. A latter-day squire. Married to Fliss 

Fliss 

Duke (née 

Kirkham-

Malbranche) 

Lady Felicia Duke – younger sister to the Earl of Morecambe Bay. 

Former actress. Married to Edwin and mother of Violet. 

Perry Lockwood 

Peregrine – Estate Manager to Edwin Duke. Widower and mother 

of two boys. Lives in one of the cottages opposite the Mill 

entrance. 

Louis Young 

Artistic Director of Ford Mill Arts Centre. Wears flamboyant floral 

shirts and married to Amos Ayre. Lives in the other cottage 

opposite the Mill. 

Mike Mason Farmer and rural entrepreneur. Lives on Meadow Farm. 

Amos Ayre 
Dairy Manager of Meadow Farm. Strong silent type and married 

to Louis Young. 

Feargal Hulme 
Irish former teacher and owner of the collapsed coffee shop at 

Miller’s Rest. Also former husband of Millie Easterby. 

Hayley Horst 
TV Presenter. Partner in Mini Magic Models and future tenant of 

Ford Mill. 

Tony Carson 
Anthony Carson – supreme model maker, partner in Mini Magic 

Models and future tenant of Ford Mill. 

Donna Ramsey 
Dolls-house furniture maker, partner in Mini Magic Models and 

future tenant of Ford Mill. 

Violet Duke 
Toddler daughter of Edwin and Fliss. Co-conspirator with Grace 

Calvert. 

Joseph Hayton 
“Coffin Joe” – owner of Elysian Meadow Joinery and coffin maker. 

Lives in Water Cottage at the back of the Mill. 

 

Byford – The Angels 

First Name Last Name Note 



First Name Last Name Note 

Deb Giddings 
Reverend Deborah Giddings, vicar of St Peter’s, Chair of 

Governors and part-time teaching assistant. 

Millie Easterby 
Teacher at St Peter’s School. Ex-wife of Feargal Hulme. Last 

survivor of the Easterby dynasty who built Ford Mill. 

Dominic Calvert IT entrepreneur and investor. Married to Anya. 

Anya Calvert 
“The Valkyrie”. Former compliance manager. Married to Dom 

and mother to Grace. 

Nathan Frost Headteacher of St Peter’s School. 

Jasmine Chester 
“Jazz” – Byford May Queen, chorister and daughter of the 

village shop. Sings in the church choir. 

Chris Chester 

Part-time physiotherapist. Part-time shopkeeper. Church 

warden. Married to Jackie and father to Kat and Jazz. Sings in 

the church choir. 

Grace Calvert Tiny and cheeky daughter to Anya and Dom. 

 

Byford – Neutrals 

First Name Last Name Note 

Jackie Chester 

Fount of wisdom, knowledge and gossip. Queen of 

randomness and over-sharing. Runs the village shop. Married 

to Chris, mother to Kat and Jazz. Friend of the late Lisa 

Lockwood. 

Marjorie Lutworth 
“Call me Jorie” – Chair of the Byford Mayfest committee and 

president of the WI. 

Vaughan Lutworth Married to Jorie. For his sins, presumably. 

Allan  Retired engineer and Chair of the Byford Artists Society. 

Maria  A bake-off contestant and stalwart of the WI. 

Bradley Nicol 
Journalist with the Lancashire Mercury and various websites. 

Not Kat’s favourite person. 

Derek Fisher 
Secretary of the Cairndale Light Opera Society and afflicted 

with poor dress sense. 

Rodrigo  Actually Roderick. A sandwich vendor. 

Gerrard Scott Landlord of the White Hart. 

Esther Thornfield “Esmeralda” – an artist. 

Laura Paige One half of Turn the Paige. Bookbinder and sister of Hayley 



First Name Last Name Note 

Horst. 

Shannon Turner The other half of Turn the Paige. Print-maker. 

Temperence Easterby 
Late owner of the Byford Estate who sold it to the Dukes. 

Related to Millie.  

Abigail Tennant Solicitor at McEwan & Co in Cairndale. Glaswegian runner. 

Niamh Edwards 
Runs the spa at Cowandale Clinic and Spa. Married to Bryn. 

Friend of Fliss 

Bryn Edwards 
Plastic surgeon of some repute. Clinical director at Cowandale 

Clinic & Spa. Married to Niamh. 

Andrea  Senior Negotiator at Carter’s Estate Agents. 

 

And the rest of the cast… 

First Name Last Name Note 

Natalie  Late friend of Bridget’s from Southport. 

Tara Doyle Famous celebrity who Lucy knows. 

An Off Duty 

Nurse 
 Steps in to help Millie. 

A Plumber  Called in to rescue the coffee machine. 

A Bank 

Robber 
 Also installer of point-of-sale equipment. 

A Man with 

Beard 
 Part of the Village Chorus 

An 

Apprentice 
 Spot him if you can… 

Erin Slater Barney Smith’s girlfriend 

Diego Luiz A Uruguayan holding midfielder who currently plays for Napoli. 

Josie  A cleaner. 

 

 

 

 


