The Invisible College – Inner Council and others
The Great Work
There are lots of references to the Great Work in the world of magick. It’s short for the Great Work of Alchemy.
Qualifications
This is a quick guide to studying at Salomon’s House. Very quick.
1. Aspirant to the Great Work – All Mages have to demonstrate to the College that they can perform magick.
2. Master of the Art of Alchemy – An honorary degree given to Mages to show that they’ve signed up to the College Statutes. Hannah
Rothman has one because she didn’t study at Salomon’s House. It is also given to Aspirants who do not graduate but still wish to be
members of the College.
3. Fellow of the Great Work – The degree is awarded after passing final exams. It normally takes four years, but there is no time limit as
such.
4. Doctor of Chymic – Is awarded after completing a research dissertation into one special field of magick.
The Inner Council.
All of these people appear in the Dramatis Personae list, but it’s useful to see how they fit into the governance of Salomon’s House. Other
Mages associated with the College are listed at the bottom. I have met all of these people, but I don’t know all their names. I hope you’ll
forgive the descriptions (and that they will, too, if they ever see them).
The Inner Council is the working cabinet of the College and meets monthly. The governing body is the Board, which only meets twice a year
unless otherwise required to make appointments. Members of the Board are listed underneath.
The full listing is on the next page:

The Inner Council
Title

Role & Comments

Office Holder at start of my
adventures in magick.

Rector

Her Grace, the Duke of Albion. Rarely attends Council meetings; always attends
Board meetings.

A Member of the Royal Family

Warden

Is the CEO, leader, etc. The Warden is elected by the Fellows from a shortlist drawn Sir Roland Quinn. A legend in the
up by the Doctors meeting in Conclave.
world of magick.

Chaplain

Is the Deputy Warden in the limited sense of chairing the Council in the Warden’s
absence and taking the Warden’s authority in the event of sudden death. The
Chaplain is appointed by the Rector and must be an ordained minister of the Church
of England. The Chaplain is the Royal representative, custodian of morals and
similar. The Chaplain is entitled to vote and can exercise the royal veto over
decisions of the Inner Council. The Chaplain never becomes the Warden.

Keeper of the
Queen’s Esoteric
Library.

Is nominated by the Chaplain and confirmed by the Inner Circle. Technically, this
Dr Francesca Somerton. Does not
post is separate from the College and has powers over some foreign Colleges – there miss a trick.
is only one Keeper for the whole of Britain. This annoys the Scots no end.

Dean

In charge of the education of Aspirants. Appointed by Board. The Dean is
effectively the 2nd ranking officer and if the Warden is incapacitated / dead takes
over the day-to-day functions of the Warden.

Cora Hardisty. Relatively new
appointment – previously Oracle.

Custodian of the
Great Work and
Master Artificer

Responsible for all experiments in Magick (except see below) and custodian of
Artefacts. Is also the head of Artificers. Appointed by Board (see below).

Heidi Marston. Larger than life.

Guardian of the
Great Work

Expert in ballistic magick. Also has to be proficient in creating Wards. Getting
someone to do both is not always easy.

Currently vacant following a fatal
“Accident”.

Provost

Is responsible for discipline and sanctions in relation to the Statutes of the College.
Has a difficult relationship with the Peculier Constable. Appointed by Board.

Gregory Parrish. A Very Annoying
Man.

Rev. Michael Oldcastle. Sharp and
Evangelical.

A Smooth Operator.

Title

Role & Comments

Office Holder at start of my
adventures in magick.

Steward of the
Great Work

Is an important but difficult role. The Steward looks after buildings, budgets and
other mundane matters. Appointed by Board.

Andrew Ormerod. A bureaucrat.

Oracle

Head of Divination, Sorcery and Necromancy. Appointed by Board.

Oighrig Ahearn. Newly appointed.
From Galway.

Occult Physician

Head of Chymical Healers and Chymical Surgeons. Appointed by Board.

Lesley Harper. Looks a bit like my
GP (which won’t help you).

Mistress of
Masques and
Revels

Head of Occulting and Glamours. Appointed by Board.

Selena Bannister. Mature and
aristocratic. Wears her hair in a
Goddess braid.

Earth Master

Creator of Ley lines and expert on transmission of Lux. Appointed by Board.

Chris Kelly. Even taller than me.
Bald. A Good Bloke.

Master of
Synthesis

Formerly the Herbalist. Takes ingredients and inherent magick to create effects.
Still mostly works with plants. Appointed by Board.

Gillian Priestley. One of the few
Mages of Afro-Caribbean heritage to
have studied at Salomon’s House.

Proctor

In charge of student discipline. Acts as Deputy Provost. Appointed by Board.

Janine Rivers. Associate and ally of
the Provost.

Senior Doctor

The Fellow who has held their Doctorate longest.

Ralph Hutton. Had a distinguished
career in the King’s Watch. Very
close to retirement.

Senior Fellow

Elected annually by all Fellows who do not have a Doctorate. May not serve more
than four terms and cannot serve if they qualify as Doctor of Chymic.

Todd Fowler. A floating suit.

Clerk to the
Great Work

Full, but non-voting member of the Council. Appointed by the Board.

Patricia Turvey. Fidgets a lot.

Recorder

Must be present for meetings to be official, but sits separately.

No idea what her name is.

Other Mages from Salomon’s House (In order of Appearance):
Name

Status within the College

Note

Desirée Haynes

Fellow. Studying for a Doctorate in
Vocal Magick.

Enthusiastic member of an evangelical Christian church. Daughter of
Tennille Haynes and also Vicky Robson’s BFF.

Saffron Hawkins

Newly qualified Fellow.

From an old family of Mages. Applicant for the position of Watch Officer.

Xavier Metcalfe

Newly qualified Fellow.

A Very Serious young man. Applicant for the position of Watch Officer.

The Board of the Invisible College:
The Board sets the budget of the College. It also deals with disciplinary matters relating to Officers and to the appointment of certain Officers.
The Board is Chaired by the Rector (the Duke of Albion) and consists of all the Officers, plus:


The Bishop of London



The Peculier Constable



The Deputy PC



The Warden of Napier College (Edinburgh)



Two further Royal Appointments in the Art. Currently they are the Archdruid and a Witch.

Certain Officers of the College are appointed by the Board. This happens through application followed by an interview by the Chaplain, Warden
and Keeper in the presence of the Board (very intimidating) and then a vote of the Board.

